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Introduction You are being invited to take part in a study on sexual violence and/or harassment 
perpetrated by professors on Canadian campuses. This study is part of the work of Students for Consent 
Culture Canada, a group of student activists and advocates from across Canada whose goal is to address 
sexual violence on Canadian campuses, and improve the lives of student survivors. Your input will help us 
to gather more information on this topic from different contexts across Canada, in order to better inform 
our advocacy efforts. It will be analysed and may be included in a final report, a research article, and a 
toolkit for student activists. You can contact the research team at opensecretsreport@protonmail.com 
or 514-235-1361. 

tudy Title:  
Informed consent starts with the first contact about the study and will continue until the end of the study.  
Before you decide if you want to take part, it is important that you understand the purpose of the study, 
the risks and benefits, and what you will be asked to do.  Please carefully review the information below. 
 
This study will ask about experiences and views on sexual violence and harassment in postsecondary 
settings. It may be distressing to some participants. We encourage you to seek support in your community 
if at any time you become upset or distressed. Below is a link to a list of resources that support victims 
and survivors of violence, which you can contact at any time. This link will be provided again at the end of 
the survey. 
[CLICK HERE FOR RESOURCES—also available as a downloadable PDF on research section of SFCC site] 
 



Why are the researchers doing this study? We are trying to find out more about people’s experiences 
with harassing or sexually violent professors. There is very little research on this issue. We are doing this 
study in order to better understand the scope and impacts of the issue, and to explore how specific 
academic cultures or policies can contribute to existing rape cultures on campuses. With the information 
we gather, we will create tools to validate and empower student survivors and activists on their campuses. 
We hope this work will support those who are engaged in grassroots movements to hold sexually violent 
and/or harassing professors accountable, and to fight for policy change on their campuses.  
 
How will the researchers do the study? This study has two main parts: an anonymous online survey and 
one-on-one interviews. By signing this consent form, you are providing consent to participate in an 
anonymous online survey. Links to the anonymous survey will also be available on the SFCC website 
(www.sfcccanada.org/open-secrets-report). You will not need to travel anywhere to take part in this 
study. Confidentiality and anonymity are key dimensions of research on sexual violence. Because this 
survey is anonymous, researchers will never know who you are, and your consent form is also anonymous. 
Study data will be analysed by the research team and will be used in the final report and other related 
research outcomes. Results will primarily be reported in aggregate form to reduce the likelihood that 
individuals could be identified. All data is stored in a secure location. 
 
What will I be asked to do? After reading this consent form, you can decide if you would like to take part 
in this study. If you click “I AGREE,” you are anonymously consenting to participate and you will be directed 
to the beginning of the anonymous survey. The survey will take approximately 25 minutes to complete. 
At the end of the survey, you will be asked to click “SUBMIT.” 
 
If the study changes in any way, SFCC will not have a way to contact you, but we will post updates about 
the changes to the website at the following link: www.sfcccanada.org/open-secrets-report  
 
What are the burdens, harms, and potential harms of participating?  
Participants who have had experiences with sexual violence and/or harassment perpetrated by 
professors, may have negative feelings when they respond to sensitive questions. We understand that 
sharing details about this type of experience could potentially impact you personally or professionally. 
That is why we have ensured that your identity and your data are protected at all stages of this research.   
Directly below this question, we have provided you with a link to a list of resources that support victims 
and survivors of violence, which you can contact at any time. This link will be provided again at the end of 
the survey. You do not have to share information or answer questions that make you feel uncomfortable. 
You can skip questions if you do not want to respond to them. You may contact a member of the study 
team any time you have concerns or questions.  
[CLICK HERE FOR RESOURCES—also available as a downloadable PDF on research section of SFCC site] 
 
What are the possible benefits of participating?  
Knowledge gained from this study will be used to inform student-driven advocacy work and policy 
change. You may experience feelings of satisfaction for contributing to positive changes on campuses in 
Canada.  
 
Can I withdraw from the study? Taking part in the study is entirely voluntary (your choice). You may 
decide not to take part or you may leave the study at any time before submitting your survey. You will not 
be penalised in any way for withdrawing. After submitting the consent form, you may withdraw by simply 
closing your browser. If you leave the survey at any time before you click “SUBMIT,” no data is collected. 



However, once you submit it, you cannot withdraw the data because it is anonymous and cannot be linked 
back to a unique user. 
 
Will the study cost me anything? No. Taking part in this study will not cost you anything. However, the 
survey is done online so you will need internet access.  

Are there any conflicts of interest? The researchers do not foresee conflicts of interest. This study has 
been approved by a community-based ethics board that is not associated with any university or college. 
In any case now or in the future when a member of the research team is employed by a post-secondary 
institution included in this study, they will ensure that this conflict is noted and other members of the 
team will handle relevant data gathering and analysis.  

How will I be informed of the study results? After clicking “SUBMIT,” you will be taken to another screen 
that is not connected to your anonymous study results. You will be asked if you would like to receive a 
copy of the final report. The report can be sent to you by mail or email (your choice).  Please note that the 
report and other outcomes are not scheduled to be completed until Spring 2020. The final report will also 
be posted on the SFCC website at the following link: www.sfcccanada.org  
 
How will my privacy be protected? All information gathered about you during the study process is private 
and confidential. Your survey responses are always anonymous, and potentially identifying information 
will NOT be included in any presentation or publication of the results of the study. Results from the surveys 
will mainly be reported in aggregate. Any quotes used will be general and will not be specific enough to 
identify any participant.  
 
Your anonymous study data may be used by SFCC for future research projects (which may include 
different researchers on the research team).  Any information that can identify you will be removed before 
files are shared with other researchers. Researchers who wish to use study data must 1) have their new 
study approved by an ethics board; 2) sign an agreement ensuring your confidentiality and restricting use 
to only the approved study.   

How will my information be stored? Your information will be stored as anonymous data in password 
protected files that are also encrypted to which only the immediate research team have access.  
 
What if I have study questions or problems? If you have any questions or concerns about taking part in 
the study, you may contact the research team anytime at opensecretsreport@protonmail.com and we 
will do our best to get back to you as soon as possible.      

What are my research rights? Submitting this Consent Form indicates that you understand this 
information and agree to take part. In no way does this waive your legal rights nor release the 
researcher(s), sponsors, or involved institution(s) from their legal and professional responsibilities.  

Study Title: Open secrets, power and professors: A study on rape culture and accountability at Canadian 
post-secondary institutions 
 
Participant Consent Form:  

• I have read this Information and Consent Form and have had the chance to ask questions 
which have been answered to my satisfaction before agreeing to take part.  

• I understand the nature of the study and I understand the potential risks.  



• I understand that I have the right to withdraw from the study anytime until I press SUBMIT at 
the end of the survey. After that it is not possible to withdraw. 

• I agree to the use of direct quotations that have had any identifying information of myself or 
others removed. 
  

Please keep a completed copy of the Consent Form for your future reference.   
 
By clicking here, I agree to take part in the study according to the terms outlined in this consent form. 

I AGREE 
 
I DO NOT AGREE 
 
 “Thank you for considering participating in this study. If you would like to keep up to date on the 
research, you can visit http://www.sfcccanada.org/open-secrets-report. Feel free to contact the 
researchers with any questions or comments, at opensecretsreport@protonmail.com” 
 
[CLICK HERE FOR RESOURCES—also available as a downloadable PDF on research section of SFCC site]].  
 

***This project has been reviewed and approved by the Community Research Ethics Board. If 
you feel you have not been treated according to the descriptions in our information, or your 
rights as a participant in research have been violated during the course of this project, you 
may contact the Chair, Community Research Ethics Board, at: Community Research Ethics 
Office (Canada) Corp. c/o Centre for Community Based Research, 190 Westmount Road North, 
Waterloo*** 
 


