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Intersectional & systemic violence has shaped our world in many ways 
now it is time to vote with survivors 

Recommendation #4 Uphold and protect reproductive justice across Canada by funding
organizations that provide abortion services, supporting comprehensive sexual health education in
schools, and launching an investigation into the forced sterilization of Indigenous women in Canada

Reproductive health care services in Canada (including abortion) continue to be
inconsistent in terms of accessibility and cost across Canada (1). 
Individuals seeking abortion services often have to pay out of pocket to travel to
neighbouring provinces or cities to access services (2). Organizations such as Amnesty
International, the United Nations Human Rights Committee, and conventions such as
the Universal Declaration on Human Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women have declared that access to abortion and
reproductive health care is a human right and a healthcare right (3). 
Indigenous women continue to be sterilized without their knowledge or free and
informed consent in Canada (4). 
Many provinces still have outdated sexual health curriculums in terms of information
about sexual health for queer identifying individuals, consent, information on birth
control options and reproductive health care (5)

BACKGROUND
 
Recently there has been a surge of attention given to reproductive rights and a person’s right to have control over decisions around
reproduction, largely due to a number of states in the US passing severely restrictive anti-abortion legislation. Here in Canada, our
practice around access to abortion and reproductive justice has been far from spotless. Firstly, the quality of sexual health
education varies drastically across the country, with some teens not having access to information around consent, safe sex, sexual
health, and 2SLGBTQIA+ content until the reach post-secondary, even though statistically most of them will be sexually active by
then (6)
 
Secondly, there are large inconsistencies in the availability and accessibility of reproductive healthcare across the country, with
some provinces only having one or two clinics (7), which often results in long waits, having to pay out of pocket, and inaccessibility
for people in rural areas (8). With the conversation openly politically around abortion, often the fact that access to abortion is a
protected right as outlined by internationally recognized standards to reproductive health care and justice is forgotten or dismissed.
 
Access to abortion is often framed as ‘an American problem’, but in reality, people in Canada with internal reproductive organs
often face similar access problems to their American counterparts. Due to the lack of federal law, or even federal enforcement of
the Canada Health Act in this area, access to abortion is left to the provincial governments to handle, which results in huge
inconsistencies across the country.
 
Within the last few years, there has been a tremendous  effort in PEI to fight stigma and ensure there is access to abortion for
people with internal reproductive organs on the island (9). In BC, Victoria News recently did a series on how women-only clinics
create barriers for trans folks accessing sexual health care (10). In Ontario, due to lack of amendments to the Independent Health
Facilities Act, there is a crisis of funding, causing some hospitals to merge with Catholic hospitals, forcing them to end their
abortion services (11). In New Brunswick and Ontario, there are cases of violating the Canada Health Act by forcing patients to pay
for their abortion (12).
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Across the country, women with disabilities are not receiving sexual and reproductive health care as they are assumed to be
sexually inactive (13). Furthermore, Indigenous women are being sterilized without their free and informed consent or even
knowledge of the procedure (14). These are just a few examples that show the severe inconsistencies that exist around access
to safe, and accessible sexual and reproductive health care across the country.
 
SFCC'S RECOMMENDATIONS
 
IIn order for a candidate to support our demand to uphold and protect reproductive justice in Canada, we would ask that they: 

Commit to upholding a person’s right to choose and to access safe abortion services.
Commit more federal funding to organizations who educate & provide information to Canadians about sexual health and
reproductive health.
Commit more federal funding to organizations who provide sexual and reproductive health care, especially in remote or rural
areas.
Require provinces to make medical and surgical abortion available in provinces, and remove barriers to all forms of access
(including trans-inclusive services), in order to receive federal health funding.
Support comprehensive consent-based sexual health education in primary and secondary schools in Canada Ensure that no
funding goes towards crisis pregnancy centres through public funds.
Launch an investigation into the forced sterilization of Indigenous women with the goal of stopping this practice and providing
pathways to justice for women whose rights have been violated.

 
CONCLUSION  
 
There is a lot of work to be done across the country before we are able to achieve reproductive justice for everyone. However,
the federal government is in a position to be able to make a very significant difference in the current state of access to safe and
accessible sexual health care that centres free and informed consent across the country. Inaccess to sexual and reproductive
health care is seen as a result of poverty, when in fact it is the other way around (15). Implementing these recommendations
and supporting reproductive justice work across the country would be supporting poverty reduction across the country.
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