
#VoteWithSurvivors
Intersectional & systemic violence has shaped our world in many ways 

now it is time to vote with survivors 

Recommendation #1: Commit to Calls for Justice put forward by the National Inquiry into Missing

and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls that are relevant to federal jurisdiction.

While an exact number of missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls
(MMIWG) is not available due to a variety of barriers in reporting and police
investigation, it is known that the rate of homicide of Indigenous women are 12 times
more likely to be murdered or missing than any other women in Canada, and 16 times
more likely than Caucasian women (1).
A 2016 C.D. Howe Institute study has found that only 4 in 10 young adults living on
reserves across the country have completed high school (2).
More Indigenous children are being apprehended from their homes and placed in
government care programs than at the height of residential schools in Canada. The
primary reason for child apprehension is poverty (3).
“The rapid expansion of development projects on Indigenous lands without their
consent is driving a drastic increase in violence and legal harassment against
Indigenous peoples. These attacks—whether physical or legal—are an attempt to
silence Indigenous peoples voicing their opposition to projects that threaten their
livelihoods and cultures” (4).
A survey by Statistics Canada shows that 12,036 girls and women under the age of 24
reported being the victims of violent crime across Northern Canada in 2017 alone (5).
The Final Report of the MMIWG National Inquiry, community members, and
governments have stated that the MMIWG crisis in Canada is an act of ongoing
genocide

BACKGROUND

 
ISince the time of contact and throughout the ongoing process of colonization and settlement, the strength and resilience of
Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA peoples has been a driving force in the continuation of cultures across what is now
known as Canada. However, it should not have to be their resilience that ensures their survival. Following the Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls Inquiry Final Report, governments, police and security agencies, organizations, and
citizens have the opportunity to make changes that will affect the foundation of Canada (literally, given the need to acknowledge
the rights and title of Indigenous peoples) in ways that are true to the Inquiry’s recommendations, justice, and the future of right
relations with Indigenous communities.
 
For decades, numerous reports and experts have linked the conditions of systemic impoverishment and rates of violence placed on
Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA peoples to ongoing colonialism that deliberately targets Indigenous peoples removal
from lands, forced family separation, and discriminatory state policies and societal practices. The poverty rate for Indigenous
women is 36 percent, which is more than double the percentage of non-Indigenous women (6). Similarly, the average child poverty
rate among status First Nations children is 51 percent and up to 60 percent on reserves, while the average child poverty rate for all
children in Canada is 18 percent (7).
 
These conditions are compounded and perpetuated by barriers in accessing all levels of education and discrimination in gaining
and retaining employment. Statistics show that only 39.9% of persons aged 18 years of age and older residing in First Nations
have graduated from high school and only 4.9% of individuals had obtained a post secondary education (8).
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Furthermore, Indigenous children attending K-12 through on-reserve schools have been shown to be drastically under-funded
compared to non-Indigenous children. As a result, this creates foundations of discrimination and inequality that will continue
throughout their lives. Despite recent funding adjustments, advocate Cindy Blackstock states that the government’s current
fiscal plan will continue to fail Indigenous children, as the bill fails to include statutory funding — legally required funding — for
Indigenous child welfare (9).
 
This kind of systemic poverty puts Indigenous women, gender minorities, and two-spirit peoples at greater risk of violence
including staying in abusive homes and relationships, sexualized violence and harassment in the workplace, and the dissolution
of families (10). Poverty is also the primary contributor to the ongoing disruption of families through removal of children from
homes (11). Additionally, once in government care, reports indicate that Indigenous women and girls in foster care and in the
child welfare system are particularly vulnerable to sex trafficking, as well as injury and death. In British Columbia alone, an eight
month study found 669 critical injuries and 98 deaths of children and youth who were within the government care (12).
 
Another primary intersection of violence is that of consent regarding physical bodies and the land, particularly around natural
resource extraction. Many studies show a direct correlation between increased violence and remote industry camps, which
produce an influx of temporary workers – a "shadow population" of mostly young men whose presence contributes to the
vulnerability of Indigenous women and strains social services (13). Given the high rates of individuals experiencing increased
rates of drug- and alcohol-related offences, sexual offences, domestic violence, and gang violence, as well as sex-industry
activities, this needs to be addressed through investigation, standards, and accountability of resource companies and projects
(14). In response to the existing and impending impacts on Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA peoples through
construction of the nationally owned Transmountain Pipeline, the federal government must take immediate action on eliminating
physical, emotional, and structural violence as a result of remote labour camps. 
 
Furthermore, the federal government has a history of employing RCMP forces against Indigenous peoples and communities
enacting traditional consent protocols for access to their territories or in the peaceful occupation of their lands. This includes the
enforcement of a court injunction between the Unist’ot’en Camp and Coastal GasLink in the winter of 2018-19, which led to the
arrest of 14 people, including Elders. By using [the] RCMP force[s], the federal government continues to assert the supremacy
of Canadian law over hereditary Indigenous laws that pre-exist Canadian law by thousands of years. This a direct violation of
reconciliation and right relations. Though industry is required to give the public adequate notice of action, provide access to
information, funding, and opportunities for written input, and hold public hearings, there is no standard of meaningful
consultation or consent with Indigenous communities across natural resource extraction industries. Lack of proper, ongoing
consent on natural resource extraction projects mirrors the physical, emotional, spiritual, and economic violence experienced by
Indigenous women.
 
There is also extensive documentation of misconduct between RCMP and survivors of sexualized violence, such as the recent
case of a Kelowna RCMP officer who engaged in re-traumatizing and minimizing interview practices with an Indigenous teen for
more than two hours after she reported a sexual assault while in care of the B.C. child welfare system (15). Advocates state
that, given that the RCMP was created to “control Indigenous peoples,” it is no surprise that “the RCMP must still enforce
present-day discriminatory and oppressive legislation and policies” (16).
 
SFCC'S RECOMMENDATIONS

 
Among the many ways the government of Canada should work to address violence and inequality faced by Indigenous women
and families, SFCC is calling on the Federal government to:

Acknowledge and implement all Calls to Justice put forward in the Final Report on the National Inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, with particular interest to:

The creation of a national, cross-Ministry action plan to address all forms of intersectional and systemic violence faced by
Indigenous women and communities.
Securing specific, reliable, and long-term funding available to Indigenous communities and organizations, to create,
deliver, and disseminate prevention programs, education, and awareness campaigns designed for Indigenous
communities and families related to violence prevention and combating lateral violence.
Establish a National Indigenous and Human Rights Ombudsperson, with authority in all jurisdictions, and to establish a
National Indigenous and Human Rights Tribunal to ensure accountability of relationships, agreements, and promises.
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   2.Create legislated standards that ensure free, prior, and informed consent and mechanisms for ongoing consent between    
natural resource extraction industries and all Indigenous governance structures. This includes having requirements in place
to eliminate physical and structural violence faced by Indigenous women surrounding industry labour camps.
   3.Stop the use of RCMP force against Indigenous land protectors asserting their rights to traditional territories and consent
practices.Investigate all structures and practices of the RCMP that contribute to sexualized violence experienced by
Indigenous women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA peoples that result in an accountable action plan made in collaboration with
Indigenous women and 2SLGBTQQIA peoples. 

 
CONCLUSION

 
Numerous federal commissions and inquiries have examined inequalities faced by Indigenous communities, with little
government accountability or action to the recommendations that have come forward. The issues faced by Indigenous
communities, particularly women and girls, are deeply intersectional and systemic. Making meaningful change for Indigenous
women, girls, and 2SLGBTQQIA peoples will require more than reforms. The government must commit to a decolonizing
approach to policy reviews and matters of poverty, violence, natural resource extraction, health and well-being, and education.
As stated by the Final Report, “the steps to end and redress this’cultura]  genocide must be no less monumental than the
combination of systems and actions that has worked to maintain [the ongoing] colonial violence for generations.”


